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Youth 


Coliseum 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


people  and  meir  sponMrS  filled 
the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson  to  overflowing  on  fi« 
evening  of  July  21  for  the  annual 
Missisnppi  Baptist  Youth  Ni^t, 
long  me  most  well-attended 
Baptist  gathering  each  year  in 
Musissippi.  Ab(mt  9,000  pec^le 
are  present  for  fiiis  year's  event. 

David  Platt,  pastor  of  The 
Church  at  Brook  Hills  in 
Birmingham,  delivered  the 
message.  Platt,  former  Dean  of 
Chi^T  and  Assistant  Professor 
of  Expository  Preaching  and 
Apologetics  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  told  attendees  of  his 
experiences  on  mission  trips  to 
an  unnamed  country  hostfle  to 
the  Gospel  and  how  Christians 
there  thirsted  for  the  study  of 
God's  Word. 

Popular  Christian  musician 
Steve  Pee  of  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
and  his  band  provided  wor? 
ship  through  music.  Whitney 
Wilson  of  Ecru,  •  a  former 
Speakers  Tournament  champi¬ 
on,  gave  her  testimony. 

"We  just  want  Youth  Night  to 
be  a  pontive  time  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  challenge  for  everyone 
who  comes,  no  matter  from  what  church. 
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UNITED  IN  PRAISE  —  Christian  pop  musician  Steve  Fee  invites  attendees  to  join  him  in  praising 
the  Lord  as  he  performs  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  on  july  21  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson.  Fw  recently  released  his  CD,  Sacred  Spaces,  and  is  working  on  a  new  collection  of  music 
for  his  next  CD.  (Ph^  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  .  ^ 


Discipleship.  and  Family  Ministry  event  like  Youth  Night.  Momentum  in  a 
said  Harvey  Ellis,  consultant  irt  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  youth  group  is  started  by  seeing  literally 

Convention  Board_.T  and  *thDusands  of  ofoer  students  fawn  all  over 
■HHjHHHHjHHIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIHIIIIIIHIIHmb  chairman  of  the  Youth  Night  Mississ^i  gathered  for  the  same  purpose. 


planning  committee.  "It  gives  them  the  opportunity  tohe  a 

"Youth  Night  should  be  part  of  something  bigger  than  them- 
a  refresher  for  students  as  selves.  Jt's  a  boost  for  the  revitalization 
they  look  toward  the  new  of  ihiniitry  to  th^ir  communities.  There's 
school  year,  a  one-night  a  positive  example  in  seeing  so  many 
event  of  students  and  lead-  other  students  participating  in  Youth 

ership  equipped  to  make  a  Night,"  Ellis  saici.  '  _  r 

difference  m  their  homes,  Ellis  commended  the  member  of  the 
their  churches,  and  their  Youth  Night plaiuting  conunittee,  which 
campuses,"  Ellis  said.  "The  he  credited  for  the  immense  success  of 
purpose  is  really  two-fold:  the  2006  event  and  Youth  Ni^ts  of  years 
one,  as  a  climax  and  wrap-  past.  The  members  of  the  2(X)6  planning 
up  for  the  students'  sum-  committee  were: 

mer,  and  two,  as  an  open-  •  Mike  Blister,  youth  minister  at  First 
ing  event  for  the  weeks  and  Church,  Brookhaven. 
months  ahead."  •  Lance  Word,  youtii  minister  at  Pq>lar 

Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Sprii^  Drive  Church,  Meridian. 

Night  is  now  more  than  35  •  ^tin  "Fish"  Robinson,  vouth  minis- 

years  old.  Planners  have  ter  at  North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford, 
experimented  over  the  •  Gary  Watts,  who  is  starting  a  new 
years  with  dual  Friday  church  in  Raymond. 
evening/Saturday  morning  Ellis  said  the  planning  committee  wel- 
events  and  even  moved  to  comes  suggestions  and  comments  from 
Veterans  Memorial  Stadium  Youth  Ni^t  participants.  The  committee 
in  Jackson  for  a  couple  of  can  be  contacted  at:  Harvey  Ellis, 
years,  but  Youfo  nitmt  has  Discipleship  and  Family  Minist^ 
alw^s  returned  to  me  sin-  Droartment,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MIS 
gle  Fiiday  night  format.  -  39205-05%.  Telephone:  (601)  292-32^  or 
"For  many  churdtes,  it's-  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
the  high  point  of  their  sum-  ext.  286.  E-mail:  hgelli84hnbcb.org. 
mer  and  sometimes  their  Mississippi  Baptist  Yopth  Night  2007 
only  major  events  Churches  is  scheduled  tor  July  20  at  .the 
see  the  value  of  a  big  group  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson. 


Alcohol  and  our  witness 


No  one  can  deny  that  the  effects  of  Although  the  resolution  eventually  reveab  1^  true  self  and  shows  that  hb 
alco)K>l  consumpticNri  are  all  around  passed  by  a  four-fifths  majority,  the  protestations  during  the  debate  over  his 
us,  every  day.  As  individuals,  can  debate  betrayed  a  disgraceful  attitude  film  The  Passion  of  the  Christ  dtat  he 
there  be  a  Mississippian  alive  today  who  among  some  Baptists  toward  the  drug  was  such  a  tolerant,  loving  person  were 
has  not  experienced  the  disgrace  and  (yes,  alcohol  is  a  drug)  that  has  a  sham,"  Foxman  Mid.  ^ 
tragedy  of  alcohol  in  some  way,  large  or  destroyed  more  lives,  families,  and  Bob  Waliszewski,  media  specialist 
small?  As  a  society,  is  there  any  doubt  that  careers  than  all  other  causes  combined  with  Focus  on  the  Family  in  Colorado 
alcohol  has  taken  a  toll  cm  such  a  massive  —  but  we  continue  to  waste  our  time  Springs,  Co.,  told  Associate  Press,  "If 
scale  as  to  be  virtually  uncountable?  defending  the  "flexibility  of  the  scrip-  he  really  was  drunk,  that  is  wrong  for 

From  Death  row  at  Parchman  tural  admonitions"  where  alcohol  is  anyone  with  his  visibility,  especially 
to  the  overflowing  battered  concerned.  with  the  idea  that  he  is  claiming  to  be  a 

family  shelters  that  now  dot  If  there  is  anyone  who  still  doubts  the  Christian.  I  share  the  concerns  many 
MissiMippi  in  increasing  num-  abilire  of  alcohol  use  to  adversely  affect  people  are  feeling  right  now." 
bers,  alcohol  has  diminished  our  Christian  witness  to  a  lost  world,  the  ,  The  ABC  television  networl| 
humanity  in  unspeakable  ways,  sorry  lot  of  Mel  Gibson  should  put  that  announced  that  it  was  pulling  out  of  m 
Yet  there  are  Baptists  amcmg  argument  to  rest.  As  we  are  all  aware,  planned  miniseries  on  the  Hmocaust  tSr 
us  who  still  believe  that  die  use  <m  the  producer,  director,  and  unmovable  be  produced  by  Gibson,  and  Disn^  hin 
alcohol  is  permissible  and  has  no  force  behind  the  movie.  The  Passion  of  not  yet  commented  on  the  status  of  theiai 
effect  on  our  witness  when  used  the  Christ,  was  recently  arrested  in  involvement  with  Gibson's  latest  filj)^ 
in  moderation.  During  a  ridicu-  California  for  allegedly  speeding  and  Apocaplypto,  which  revolves  around  ds 
lously-long  debate  cm  a  resolu-  driving.under  the  influence  of  alc^ol.  Mayan  civilization  in  Central  Ameri<4 
don  reaffirming  our  historical  That  was  bad  enough,  but  his  alcohol-  ana  is  set  for  release  in  December, 
oppositicm  to  die  use  of  alcohol  at  induced,  out  of  control  behavior  after  he  Some  entertainment  indust^ .observers 
the  Souths  Baptist  Ccmventicm  was  stopped  by  a  depu^  sheriff  was  are  pr^icting  that  Gibson's  "A-List" 
^  few  weeks  ago  in  Greensboro,  even  more  troubling.  He  allegedly  threat-  career  is  over.  Fair  or  not,  that  probably 
N.C.,  Benjamin  Cole,  pastor  of  ened  officers  and  attempted  to  escape,  will  be  the  case.  He  has  let  down  a  lot  of 
Parkview  Church  in  Arlington,  Worse  still,  news  reports  mdicate  that  ne  people  who  supported  him  without  reser- 
Texas,  said  the  ccmvendcm  was  in  launched  into  a  string  of  and-Semitic  vadcin  during  the  ccmtroversies  over  the 
danger  of  "misstepping"  if  it  remarks  that,  in  the  minds  of  many  non-  Passion  of  the  Cluist,  including  numy 
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The  sky  is  falling,  again. 
"Is  this  now 
Armageddon  begins?" 
one  worried  pundit  asked 
about  the  rapid  escaladon  of 
combat  between  Israel  and 
Hezbollah  forces  in  Lebanon. 

The  same  quesdon  arises 
with  eveiy  major  flare-up  in  the 
Middle  ^st  because  of  the 
Icon's  volatility  and  its  role  in 
biblical  prophecy  about  the  end 
times,  ft  was  asked  in  1948, 
1967,  and  1973,  when  Israel 
fought  wars  for  survival  with 
the  wider  Arab  world,  and  in 
1982  when  Israel  invaded  and 
oct^ied  southern  Lebanon. 

The  current  Israeli- 
Hezbollah  conflict  appears 
more  limited,  despite  its  heart¬ 
breaking  human  toll  and  its 
potendal  to  draw  in  ( 
regional  powers.  Intensive 

efrorts  to  end  f . 

quickly  —  (  ' 

acdon,  diplomadc  'means  or 
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By  Erich  Bridges 
International  Mission  Board 


•  The  "peace  process"  •  Iran  appears  determined  day  after  day  under  very  diffi- 
between  ...  Israelis  ’  and  to  develop  nuclear  weapons.  cult  circumstances. 

Palestinians,  long  on  life  sup-  "One  has  to  wonder  some-  The  Goqpelgoes  forth  amid 

Kirt,  appears  dead,  times  whether  a  kind  of  death  the  storm.  That's  been  the 

egotiations,  withdrawab,  wish  will  eventually  prevail  painful  but  victorious  story  of 
even  democratic  elections  seem  in  the  Middle  East  over  the  church  hbtory  fiirou^  the 
other  only  to  have  strengfiiened  the  more  rational  desire  for  peace  ages,  particular  over  me  last 

_ I .  j  hand  of  Palestinian  militants,  and  survival,"  Southern  centu^  as  the  C>ood  News  has 

the  fighting  Democracy  doesn't  seem  to  be  Baptist  scholar  David  P.  spreaa  in  Asia,  Africa,  and 

either  by  notary  doing  very  well  elsewhere  in  Gushee  of  Union  University  tnroughout  the  Muslim  world. 

foe  eifoer.  writes  in  a  commentary  for  Armageddon?  It  will  come 

both  —  havebegtm.  •  Ine  InKj  conflict,  some  con-  ChrbtiafutyToday.com.  one  day,  but  lesus  Himself 

Yet  a  sense  is  growing  tend,  has  become  a  dvil  war  "It  b  oftm  said  that  'every-  said  that  someming  else  must 

anumg  some  uneasy  observers  betweeh  Suniu  and  Shiite  one'  really  wanb  peace,  and  happen  first:  "And  fob  ]^pel 

foat  evenb  in  foe  wider  Middle  Muslims  that  will  continue  until  that  if  diplomacy  b  skillful  of  the  kingdom  will  oe 

East  and  beyrnid  are  spinning  one  side  or  foe  ofoer  prevaib  m  enough  aim  statesmen  are  wise  preached  in  foe  whole  world 

out  of  control.  Among  foe  foe  nation  b  partitioned.  enou^  then  peace  will  pre-  as  a  testimony  to  all  nations, 

abrms  and  warnings  from  var-  •  The  .Taliban,  apparently  vaU, '^Gushee  writes.  "I  think  it  and  then  foe  end  will  come" 

ious  Quarters:  alive  and  kickmg  in  b  more  accurate  to  say  foat  foe  (Matthew  24:14,  NIV). 

•  Hezbollah  wants  to  draw  Afghanbtan,  has  embanred  on  desire  for  peace,  while  God-  We  have  a  lot  of  pr»Khing  to 

brael  into  a  long,  costly  ground  a  new  offensive  and  promises  given,  competes  in  foe  human 

war  in  Lebanon,  military  ana-  to  battle  Western  forces  untB  all  heart  wifo  the  desire  for 

lysts  say.  They  predict  such  a  foreignm  are  driven  out.  destruction  . —  at  least,  the 

war  coiud  become  an  Irao-style  •  Civilian  deaths  in  these  destruction  of  one's  enemies." 
insurgency,  sapping  fsraeli  conflicb  are  radicalizing  Destruction  seems  to  be 

strength  and  increasing  foe  Muslims  in  once-moderate  winning  at  the  moment,  but 
regional  influence  of  Hezbollah  societies,  giving  new  there  have  been  many  such 
muitanb  (and  foeir  sponsors  in  footholds  to'Jihadist  groups  momenb  in  the  history  of  the 
Iran  and  Syib).  inspired  by  Al  Qaeda.  Middle  East. 
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Mission  team  back  on  the  ground  in 

POW^lEX 'fetas  —  Ron 
Byrd  is  finally  on  way  to 


aneel  hia  wife,  ft  has  been  nine 
hard  days,  a  roBercsasler  ride 
of  eanolkm.  Ihe  hwe  of  his  life. 

Amy.  is  a  week  ovcnhie  horn  a 
nusskm  trip,  one  amonK  many 
Americans  stranded  in 
Lebanon  when  the  Israel- 
HecboUah  conflict  exploded. 

*l*ve  had  some  very  high 
moments,  some  v«^  low 
moments.”  Ron  says.  ”1  didn't 
sleep  very  much.  I  spcm  a  lot  of 
time  praying  and  lookup  at  the 
media,  communicating  with  the  I 
other  fiunilies.  But  you  know. 
the  Lord  was  really  good.” 

-  AmyarTivedhomeon)ulv2& 
was  part  of  a  team  fiom 
their  church  —  Church  in 

Forney.  Texas.  went  to 
Beirut'  to  work  with  Lebanese 
Baptists,  helping  them  distrib- 
ute  New  Testamer^  in  piedoin- 
iiuilely  Muslim  neighborhoods."' 

The  outbreak  of  war  mterrupt- ^ 
ed  their  efforts  and  before  they 
could  leave,  the  airport  was 

nmmfeitJ^S^  the  c^%»  RR^ffTTO-r  Amy  aird  Ron  Bjedernbrnceasa  pmyerof  feanksgi 

evacuated  bv  boat  to  Cvor^  dwntoiwirhonwchmcK  l%staaiPchinfbmejilexas.Shewaspart 
Now  after  m  cweirueht  ^vfe  landed  in  Ubaim  when  war  brake  oUL  She  arid  fee  rest  of  iwvolur 

FcrnWorfelmemafionalAig^ 

Hidden  within  that  sinripfe  - — - 

description  of  the  previous  nme  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Metroplex  to  was  mtroduced.  an  enplosaon 
days  are  hours  or  uncertaintjb  the  intemational  airpoct  shook  the  larilding.  ratmr^  the 

moments  of  terras  fear;  frustra-  *1  don't  know  arhat  I'm  pews.  When  he  rose  to  speak, 
tkm  and  doubt,  followed  by  going  to  say  to  hec”  Ron  says,  he  said.  ”We  are  in  the  palm  of 
certainties,  aiwl  fiiudly  the  ^  probably  |ust  hold  her.”  fCodTsl  hand  ...  and  fee  safest 
peace  of  God.  It  won't  be  long  before  he  place  to  be  in  the  world  is  fee 

”I  Imow  one  prayer  meetii^  finds  out  The  bus  parks  out-  -  center  of  God's  wiH.” 
we  had,”  Ron  continued  side  the  arrival  gate.  The  team  Anw  Byrd  sits  wife  one  arm 
”|God|  just  laid  on  my  heart  bursts  horn  the  gate  into  the  around  Ron's  neck.  ”1  went  to 
that  everything-was  going  to  be  arms  of  their  loved  ones.  Cries.  Beirut  (because!  1  was  com- 
OK...  I  (win  my  heart  that  He  Whoops.  Hugs.  Celebrations.  peBed.”  she  says.  "When  Brother 
said. 'Amy  is  pamting  a  tapes-  Everyone  talkmg  at  once.  Then  fimmy  stood  in  fee  pu^A  one 
^  of  her  life  and  her  paintiirg  quic^.  they  are  on  fee  bus  and  Sunday*  morning  ar«d  irnited  fee 
is  not  finished.'”  makine  thev  way  home.  congiegiation  to  participate  in 

The  bus  that  carried  families  Bit  oy  bit.  peeces  of  their  this  trip.  I  turned  to  my  husbmd 
of  the  10  team  members  wourtd  story  come' out  Someone  letts  and  said.  Ron.  Pm  gom  to  go 
its  way  from  Fomey,  a  small  about  the  worship  service  in  on  feat*  and  he  said  OlC 
farming  community  edging  Beirut  where  lunmy  Pritchard.  ”From  feat  point  oiv  I  was  sin- 
into  suburbia,  through  the  their  pastor;  spoke!  )ust  as  he  gle-mindedand  excited.  Even  if  I 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


news  remains 


LIMASSOL,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptisis  and  feany 
other  foreign  CKmians  may  have  left  Lmanon.  but  fee 
Gospel  hasn't  In  fee  past  monlK  Southern  Baptists  who  work 
in  the  Middle  East  have  seen  Mislim  fiiends  go  deeper  wife 
them  than  ever  befon*  in  spiritual  conversations  about  the 
Bible  and  jesus  Christ.  ”1  can  say  wife  fee  very  fiber  of  any 
being  that  (Muslians)  are  a  people  who  God  is  going  after  for 


Himself.”  said  a  Southern 
by  ship  from  Beirut  to  C\'prus.  ”God  is  jealous  for  their  aMe- 
gtance.  He's  ieak^  for  thw  very  lives.  He  is  very  much  stir¬ 
ring  up  the  nations  for  Ifimself.”  There  have 'been  many 
reminders  of  God's  care  during  lecerR  days,  said  a  Southern 
Baptist  couple  forced  to  ex  acuate.  They  and  other  parenfts  saw 
God  care  fw  feeir  children  in  a  very  persorud  w^  aaaid  fee 
suffering  and  chaos  of  war.  The  evacuation  has  forced  some 
Southern  Baptists  to  dose  the  doors  to  feeir  homes  for  awnths. 
nuiybe  years.  But  feere  is  also  a  sense  of  soanefeing  beginning 
There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  are  spiritually  himg^  and  I 
think  feat  this  war  has  started  to  siv  upj^  spirilual  hunger 
even  more,”  one  of  the  evacuees  said.  'TheRrs  a  of  are 
feat's  thinking  that  ouiybe  God  does  not  want  a  lot  of  forefe^ 
eis  there  right  now.  Sonilar  to  China  ...  maybe  it's  time  nr 
local  believers  to  ste  up  to  fee  plate  even  more.  God  knows. 
I  don't  know,  but  God  knows.  For  a  photo  and  voioe-ower 
recap  of  the  evacuation  from  Lebanon,  go  to 
ht^://bpriewsJwt/niideast_evac/indexJ«lmL 


An  imentkwuiUx  sr<  tiie  partially  drstroy's  the  educational  building 
of  Beacon  Church.  Yaroo  City.  It  was  fee  sixth  arson  fur  at  a  ptvdom- 
inalrix  black  church  in  Vlissivappi  in  lecenl  wonthf. 
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to  offer  H)nmiology  cottrse 

)■»  in  TKesr  danses  could  be  ofteied  at  other  locations  in  the  stale,  whefe  ei^t  to  10 
>  SoM  students  aie  intoesled  in  enrolling-  For  moie  infcinnation.  contact  Jinunv  McGaleb 
Music  n  the  ChuRh  Music  DefMUtment  of  the  Mississippi  Convention  Boafd,  P.O. 

lurvev  Bok  S3Ql  jacfcson,  MS  792aS^053a  Telephone:  (Ml)  192-3273  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext  273^  E-mail:pnccaleb#mbcb.ocg. 
music  _ 


Ag  meetings  set  August  25-26 


A  mint  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Ba^ist  Agricultural  Missions  Fellowship 
and  the  Aericulhual  Development  Founoation  will  be  help  on  August  25-26  at 
Central  Hills  WHjteat  near  Kosciusko.  .  ,  . 

At  the  Agricultural  Missions  Fellowship  meeting,  which  begins  at  2:30 
p.m.  on  August  25.  Venezuelan  national  missionaiy  Florentine  5«Mrez  will 
one  of  the  guest  speakers  and  will  describe  the  Garc^  of  Eden  project  in  hn 
country  by  which  people  are  taught  to  raise  vegetables  and  small  fot^  ani- 
mab  in  encloaed  areas  around  their  homes.  The  project  is  sponsored  in  part 
by  the  Agricultural  Development  Foundation. 

Will  Itowie  of  Water  Valley  will  speak  on  the  Living  Waters  for  the  World 
program  that  provides  safe  dnnking  water  for  needy  people  in  many  areas  of 
the  world.  Alio  inchiwd  6n  the  Apicuhural  Missions  Fellowship  agenda  are 
reports  on  other  projects  supported  by  the  organization  and  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  for  the  comme  year. 

The  umi  mmiil  meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Development  Fburulation  is 
scheduled  for  10  a.in.-2:45  p.m.  on  Ai^ust  26. 

All  Mississtopi  Baptists  interested  in  agricultural  missions  are  invited  to 
attencL  OvernStt  acconunodations  and  food  service  are  available.  For  more 
information,  contact  Carol  Wti^  at  P.CX  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (€01)  292-3334  or  tolMree  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  ext. 


There  is  a  one-time  registration  fee  of  $25.0a  the  cost  of  each  course  is 
$125.00.  A  S60l00  scholardito  is  available  for  all  first-time  students.  Students 
alteadv  eruoUed  ate  not  elimble.  The  grant  is  limited  to  one  person  per  church. 

The'  fiM  coause.  Hynmology.  will  meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours  for  eight 
consecutive  weeks  at  the  foUowmg  locations  atul  times: 

•  BroaAnoor  Church.  Martisnn — beginning  August  21  (7-9pjn.).hnunvMcCaleb. 
teacher  (601)924-1233. 

•  F«t  Ghunch.  Booneviile  —  beginning  August  28  (7-9  pan.).  LuArme  Ford, 
teacher  (662)  7886272. 

•  Moflhcrcst  Chuech.  Meridian  —  beginning  August  21  (6J0-8J0  pjn.).  ftiddy 
McBroy:  teacher  (601)  681-6615  or  (601)  679-1IBI7. 

•  I  lernamtoChuech.  Heimando — beginning  August  21  (7-9pjiL).  Barry  Tweedy, 
teacher  (662)  4286361. 

•  1ki<roUntv  Association.  Cohmdbia  —  beginning  August  22  (63(38:30  pan.). 
Jmwy  MeSb  teacher  (601)  924-1233  or  (6N^?&3. 

•  fimt  Chunck  Groenv*e  —  beginning  August  22  (7-9  pm.).  John  ftarhe,  teacher 


Church  Info  Guide 


mT  people  are  bit^^  ^ 

Don’t  be  NORMAL 


NormaT 


1 

LaH  wMk  te  DOECnONS 
Hw  difcti— ■  were  wimift. 
Wldl«  iaviliag  eyiyoae  to 
coMC  and  be  a  part  ol  or  at 
least  to  allnadai|cc  at  tW 
Coast  Colisevai  to  hear  aod 
experieMcc  How  Great  is  0«r 
God,  the  tolorasatioii  said  that 
it  wovM  be  oo  Aagast  17, 
Tbal  is  INCOERECT.  The 
eveal  lakes  place  oo  Satatday, 


Jhm  Futrml.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ed  to  in  the  rtegative.  They  are  pie.  When  the  ^jft,  including  the  ride  along  with  their  foot  on 
always  re^y  to  respond  quickly  tag  and  the  initial  insurance,  was  the  brake  is  by  being  narcis- 
with  no,  or  it  won't  work,  or  that  piresented  to  the  church,  one  man  -sistic.  Basically  narcissism  is 
is  a  bad  idea.  got  up  and  was  so  negative  that  selfishness  ana  self-centered- 

Not  long  ago  a  man  who  was  he  convinced  the  church  to  vote  ness.  The  fully,  totally  narcis- 
a  manager  ix  an  oigimization  to  reject  the  gift.  He  pointed  out  sistic  person  looks  at  every- 
that  was  in  theory  designed  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  cost  of  ^  thing  that  is  happening  and 
help  people  get  fired  was  and  oil,  babUibes  ttiat  would  exist  any  decision  tnat  may  be 
released  from  his  job.  The  if  someone  were  to  get  hurt,  and  before  them  asking  what  is  in 
e>q>lanation  given  for  his  dis-  questioned  when  the  church  was  it  for  me,  what  does  it  mean 
musal  was  that  his  first  ever  told  to  be  in  the  transporta-  for  my  life,  and  if  it  does  not 
_  thou^t,  his  first  re^xmee  was  tion  business  anyway.  You  talk  fit  my  personal  desires  I  will 

sweet  litde  lady^in  our  church  always  no.  Whatever  tfte  about  putting  the  Dral^  on  —  he  put  on  the  brakes.  A  church 
who  was  having  proUems  %vith  request  and  henvever  significant  did.  Within  a  few  short  months  may  be  dealing  with  a  major 
her  car.  I  suppose  aimther  way  or  critical  it  might  be  he  did  not  all  of  the  excitement  had  been  decision  and  it  may  be  obvi- 
to  say  it  is  that  her  car  was  hav-  think  that  anything  could  be  sucked  exit  of  the  church,  all  of  ously  in  the  will  ot  Gcxl  and 
ii^  probiems  «vith  her.  She  had  done  to  help.  Althoi^  he  often  the  forward  momentum  had  clearly  a  very  positive  thing 
to  put  her  car  in  the  shop  did  help  and  worked  through  been  lost,  many  of  the  young  to  help  reach  people,  but  if  it 
repeatedly  to  have  the  brake  some  of  the  negatives,  ne  people  had  diiftira  away,  and  the  does  not  suit  me  I  am  not 
pads  changed  or  her  brakes  always  kept  his  root  on  the  negative  thinker  and  me  people  going  along  with  it. 
worked  on.  It  appMred  as  brake  whim  to  the  people  he  he  nad  influenced  were  fMe  to  sit  Sometimes  we  just  need  to 

though  she  had  just  gotten  a  was  responding  to  was  more  back  in  their  church  and  turn  stop  and  frexn  a  big  picture, 
lexnonofacar  that  wore  out  the  like  lus  nxit  was  on  their  neck.  theirthou^tsto  worKlering  why  Chiist-honoring  view  remind 
brakes  excessivdy.  After  sever-  Sooneone  has  described  folks  thi^  were  going  down  hm.  ourselves  everything  is  not 
al  trips  to  the  shop  and  having  who  can  cxily  see  the  nentive  as  The  second  tpay  thmt  people  about  us.  If  you  have  caught 

thii^  fixed,  the  mechanic  dis-  folks  who  are  bom  in  tne  objec-  ^t  their  foot  on  the  brake  is  by  yoursdf  at  times  riding  along 
covered  what  was  happening,  five  case  and  the  kickative  mood,  oe^  nemtrml.  Just  fi\ii\k  about  m  life  with  your  foot  on  file 
This  lady  drove  her  car  wim  I  am  not  talkiiw  about  folks  who  this.  You  may  not  have  your  bnfice,  gently  take  it  ofl,  set  it 
one  foot  on  the  gas  and  the  are  thoughtfuC  understand  the  foot  on  the  brake  in  your  aside,  aiKl  ^  moving  for  the 
other  one  on  the  Make.  While  difficuhies,  and  help  to  deal  with  diun^  but  where  will  you  go  if  time  is  shMt  and  there  is  much 
that  is  a  dai^erous  habit,  it  is  possiile  pitfalls,  but  I  am  talking  you  just  do  nothing?  Try  this  ground  to  be  covered, 
also  destructive.  She  wanted  to  about  foOcs  who  aiejust  always  experiment.  Get  out  on  an  inter-  In  his  little  letter  of  3rd  John, 
go  somewhere;  but  she  also  inainst  everything.  They  come  to  state  highway  somewhere  fiw  Apostle  points  out  that  there 
wanted  to  be  able  to  stop  miuch,  go  to  dass,  sit  through  when  the  traffic  is  li^t  to  non-  was  a  man  in  the  congregation, 
instantly  if  needed.  As  a  result  business  meetings,  and  talk  m  existent.  Get  your  car  up  to  Diotrephes,  who  loved  to  have 
of  driving  akxr^  with  her  foot  the  halls  witti  a  negative,  down-  about  70  mph,  take  your  foot  off  the  preeminence  among  the 
gently  on  the  pedal  in  case  she  cast  attitude.  They  nde  along  the  the  gas,  maybe  even  slip  the  brethren.  He  loved  the  attent^ 
needed  to  come  to  a  halt,  she  journey  of  the  Christian  life  with  gear  mto  neutral,  and  see  how  coming  his  way  and  life  being 
wore  out  one  set  of  brake  pads  their  foot  on  the  brake.  tv  you  will  go.  Regardless  if  it  arranged  so  that  he  would  be  in 

after  another.  Of  coarse,  finat  I  remember  some  years  ago  a  is  flat  land  or  hills  and  hollows,  the  center.  John  said  he  would 
can  become  dangerous.  While  churdi  that  was  do^  gt'eat.  the  fact  is  that  you  will  not  go  deal  with  1^  when  he  came, 
fixing  brakes,  they  also  gen-  They  were  growing,  there  was  a  very  for  lit  may  Mx>k  like  you  are  Since  John  is  not  on  the  dicuit 
tly  intruded  her  that  this  was  sweet  spirit  they  were  reachiiw  rxX  oraking  but  because  yefo  are  these  days,  let's  pray  that  the 
not  a  good  thing  for  a' number  out  to  foU^  mi  their  youth  not  doing  anything  you  are  Holy  Spirit  of  God  wiO  come  and 
of  reasons.  Other  than  wearing  group  was  jj^  exploding.  One  going  to  ^w  down  and  stop.  deal  with  each  one  of  us  to  shape 
her  brakes  out  and  making  ft  person  in  me  churdt  was  so  In  Matthew  27:36,  there  is  a  us  so  that  our  lives  wiU  be  SaviM 

dangerous  and  possibly  not  impressed,  blessed,  and  thankful  poigi^t  verse  of  Scripture  that  centered  instead  of  self-centered, 
beii^  tMe  to  stop  her  car  die  toood  for  what  was  taking  place  describes  the  soldiers  who  had  and  that  we  will  take  file  brak« 
also  was  putting  herself  at  risk  that  he  gave  the  church  a  Mvid  participated  in  putting  Jesus  on  off  and  be  as  Jesus  d^smbed  His 
in  an  emergency  situation  by  new  van.  The  vehicle  could  be  the  cross.  It  says,  "And  sitting  church  marchirre  fonyard  so  that 
hitting  the  wrong  peddle,  the  used  by  anyone,  but  especially  it  down,  they  watched  him  the  gates  of  helTv^  not  be  able 
gv,  instead  of  the  brake  or  vise  would  be  netofiil  in  providmg  there."  No  longer  were  tl^  to  prevail  against  it  ; 

versa.  Any  driving  iiwtructor  transportafion  for  the  young  peo-  driving  nails  into  His  hands  - 

will  tell  you  that  ft  is  not  wise  to  ■  i  ■  and  f^.  No  longer  were  they  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 


XXS  Christ  ^ 
ad^  J 

Requests  the  ■- 

Honor  of 
>  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


Dkivinc  With  Youit  Foot 
ON  THE  Brake 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Stmpfo  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  wards: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  fomveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesns.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  item  he  gave  me  right  to  become 
ddldren  of  God,  foen  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


1119  Mississippi  Churchy 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprdt^ive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


to  stop  the  progress  regardless  of 
what  the  issue  is.  Anything  that 
comes  up,  any  propcsal  made, 
or  any  new  thought  is  respond- 


1.  Baby  Dedkatioiv  Rodcy  Creek  Church,  Luced^ 


i.  -  ^ 

2.  Freedom  in  Christ  Block  Rirty,  Janice  Church,  Perry  County 


3.  MMon  learn,  lafiiyetle  Marshall  Baptist  Association 


2.  Janice  Church,  Per^ 
County,  held  a  Freedom  in 

2  for 


the  community  and  sur 
rounding  areas,  including 
fun  jumps,  face  painting, 
food,  omtests,  door  prizes 
fireworks,  and 


singing  by  the 
Family.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  par^pants. 

3.  A  mission  team  from 
Lafayette  Association, 
Oxford,  traveled  to  Pearl 
River  County  on  July  15-22 
to  help  restore  Bethel 
Churdi  and  work  with  New 
Life  Church'  in  Nkhobon, 
La.,  cm  Backyard  Bible  Qubs 
at  FEMA  trailer  paries. 

4.  Members  of  the  Junior  Hi^ 
Small  Group  from  First 
Church.  Maaee.  traveled  to 


Townsend 


youth  revivu  at  Church  of 
the  Cove  and  participated  in 
mission  work. 

5.  Several  GAs  from  Star 
Church,  Star;  went  to  GA 
camp  at  Camp  Garaywa 
June  5-9  and  2^30.  Smwn 
are  the  GAs  who  went 
shopping  June  3  for  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  two  BSU  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries  dwy  were 
supporting  dtis  summer. 

6.  Evansville  Church,  Cold- 
water,  recently  held  a 
senior  class  spring  party. 
Shown  are  dw  participants. 

7.  The  oldest  continuous 
Hispanic'  work  in  north¬ 
west  Mississippi,  Iglcsia' 
Nueva  Y  Esperanza,  Sun¬ 
flower,  recendy  cel^rated 
its  seventh  anniversary. 
Shown  is  pastor  Esteban 
Martirwz  shaking  to  the 
^oup  of  125  in  attnklance. 

8.  Mike  Fondren,  pastor  of  Sil- 
ottn  uitticiv  wm  ran^  is 
shown  Booiring  Jared  Bu^ 
to  the  ministry  June  18. 

9.  Midway  Churd),  Jackson, 


5.  GAs,  Star  Church,  Star 


8.  Senior  Spring  RMrty,  Evansville  Church,  CoMwater 


7.  Martinez,lg|esia  Nueva  Y 


8.  Fondren  and  Bwfay, 
Siloam  Church,  West  Point 


tion  of  Life  Rally  by 
collecting  pennies  for  die 
Memoruu  to  dw  Missing. 
Shown  are  Elton  Smith,  1^ 
and  Talmadge  Bau^m,  who 
served  as  co-chairmen. 


4.  Junior  High  SmaN  Group,  First  Church,  Magee 


10.  Paric  Haven  Church, 
LaureL  will  host  a 
S 


Revelations  at  7  p.m.  on 
August  19.  A  love  otining 
will  be  taken.  For  more 
infbrmatioiv  contact  Jimmy 
Downs  at  (601)  649-^. 


9.  Celebration  of  Life  RaRy,  Midway  Church,  Jackson 


THB  BAPnsrRsccnD 


■Augusts, 


11.  The  RA8»  GAs,  and  Mnaaon 
Friends  of  No^  CairolHon 
CliuKh,  Noftti  Canolhon, 
recently  held  a  food  drive  to 
replenm  foe  churdi's  food 
pantry.  Pictured  are  youth 
of  foe  church  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  food  drive. 

12.  Humburto  Medirui,  a 
luitive  of  Peru  aivl  a  churdt 
planter  in  foe  North  EMta 
Association,  was  ordained 
by  L]ron  Church,  Lyoiv 
May  6.  He  is  foe  mird 
Hispanic  pastor  in  six 
months  to  De  ordained  in 

_  Mississippi  Baptist  diurch- 
es.  Sho^  are  pa.«ttw  Jod 
Stroud,  left,  and  Mediiui. 


13.  A  total  of  50 


and  find  trips.  Thde  were 
seven  professions  of  faith. 

14.  Willow  Grove  Church, 
Collins,  licensed  Lee 
Michael  Faler  to  foe  min¬ 
istry  July  9.  Shown  are  pas¬ 
tor  iCyle  Cannon  and  Faler. 


12.  Stroud  and  Medina,  Lyon  Churdv  Lyon 


on  foe  Hattiesburg  cart^nis.  Coounencement 
leakers  mclude  Hoi^ll  Gamer;  Bettye 
Rogers  Coward,  arul  Robert  Fortenberry. 

2.  Recognixing  the  freed  for  quality  theater 
irrstruction  in  a  Christian  and  creative 
atmosphere,  foe  Mississippi  College 
Theater  Department  presenn  Summer 
Stock  in  June  of  each  year.  The  four^week 
workshop  consists  of  afternoon  class¬ 
room  participation,  rehearsals,  and  per¬ 
formance  experience.  Sessions  conclude 
with  a  .dinner  theater  performance. 

'  Pictured  during  an  afternoon  Summer 
Stock  workshop  session  are  (from  left) 
Stacey  Stokelv  of  Morton,  Lauren  Yieiss 
of  Cmtoh,  Alee  Fratddin  of  Picayune, 
Heidi  Winbome  of  Hattiesburg,  and 
Brandon  Hembree  of  Sumrall. 


on  Aumost  14  The  commencement  exercises 
wiO  bendd  August  5.  The  9*30  am.  ceremo¬ 
ny  is  for  graduates  receiving  business,  educa¬ 
tion,  atul  psychology  and  coimsding 
degrees.  The  1  pm  cetemoiw  is  for  under- 
anuluate  d^rees  from  foe  School  of  Arts, 
Humanities  arul  Sciences,  Cooper  Sdwol  of 
Missions  and  Biblical  Studies,  foe  Winters 
School  of  Music,  School  of  Business,  School 
of  Education  «nd  Joseph  and  NaiKy  Fafl 
School  of  Nursing.  Ine 4  pm  ceremony  is  for 
both  ufulergraduate  aifd  graduate  canoidates 
from  the  Gulfoort  aiul  Keesler  Air  Force  Base 
Campuses.  All  graduation  ceremonies  will 
take  place  in  foe  Dumas  Smifo  Auditorium 


Kenny  Coker;  children's  ministry  director  of  Cahrary  Chorch, 
Fahon,  M  a  missicm  team  to  Venuu  Church,  Lucedale,  June  11-17 
to  conduct  VBS.  Siown  are  foe  participants. 

Southside  Church,  GrecnvUle,  held  its  yBS  July  17-21,  with  an 
etuoUment  of  62  and  two  chiklien  praying  to  receive  Christ. 
Shcnvn  are  foe  participants. 


1 

|l-  S 

1  1  OR  Till  l\l  t  ( 

)Kn  1 

MEN’S  MINISTRY 

STATE  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

CENTRAL  HILLS,  AUGUST  1 1 -1 2, 2006 


Cost:  $25  per  person 
Incliides  meals,  lodging,  and  all  sessions. 
Each  partkifMnt  should  bring  Hnens, 
sleeping  bag  and  pHlow. 

For  more  Information,  call  601 .202.3334 
or  600.748.1 651 ,  extension  334  or  email 
cwiight@mbcb.org. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Cfwies  Man.  t%  t2  ■  2004 
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FOR  EVERY  PHASE 
OF  A  WOMAN’S  LIFE 


DQQK)  AQDOD  TNWHLZ 


OLKN  IHW,  ULC  DUHKJ 


MQJNSC  KJQ  SUWM  NB 


ZNC,  G|HT)  KUFQKJ 


UGUV  KJQ  DHL  NB  KJQ 


LICENSHVOMMIMD  SK  MINIS-  689-9982,  >  email: 

m  NOW  AVAILAMjl  KM  PULPIT  pdhfrevmrldnet^atLnet _ 

SUPPLY.  Bivocational.  full-time,  or  WANTED:  PART-TIME  ADULT  CHOW 
•fMerim  pastorship.  Call  (662)  539-  MINKTR OP MUSICIf irNerested send 

4055.  _  resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  alln: 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  NEW  TAZE-  musk  search  committal.  P-O.  Box  616. 

WELL,  TWN.,  is  searching  for  a  full-  Rad  But  AL  35582. _ ^ 

time  Ntttor  to  Students/  Associate  STMNED  GLASSWORKS^  INC.  serving 
Aistor.  Some  musk  backgrourKi  help-  MS  A  AL  since  1992.  CaN  (800)  605- 

ful  but  not  required.  Resumes  will  be  2970. _ 

received  uiMl  September  1st.  Send  MYRTLE  REACH  OCEAN  FRONT 
resume  with  cover  letter  to  new-  CONDO:  1  queen  bed,  sleeper  sofa,  2 
laxewellfbcacenturytel.rwt  or  to  bunk  beds,  snwke-hee,  pools  attd  lazy 
StudeiM  nstor  Search  Committee.  P.O.  rivar.  Call  (843)  602-0466. 

Box  248,  New  TazeweH.  TN  37824.  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DWTANCE,  3.9 
FINALLY  APPOROABLE  HEALTH  cents  interstate.  4.9  cants  in  stale.  No 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed,  monthly  service  charge.  CaN  (866)  587- 
Call  (800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  8346  or 

Mega  Irtsurartce,  www.chrislumer-  wwwiowenhyphortebill.comAtarohiR. 

ins.com. _ -  PLEASANT  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSnE  VACAnON  OP  WALTON  COUNTS  FLORHM.  one 
CONDOS^  WWWGUlfSHORESCON-  of  the  fastest  growir^  areas  in  the  USA. 
DOS.COM.  AN  size  urWts  available.  FALL  is  currently  accepting  resumes  to  fill  two 
SPECIAL.  2  nigN  weekend  $140,  4  bivocational  staff  positions:  WORSHIP/ 
weeknighls  $200.  EBkiertcy  unit  (2  MUSIC  MINISTER  &  YOUTH  MINISTER, 
adults  2  kkh).good  9/6  thru  1(1/31.  (20S)  A  full-time,  connbined  musk/youth  mirt- 

556-0368  or  (205)  556-1 524. _  isler  position  will  also  be  considered. 

WE  ARE  A  SMAU  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  Please  mail  resumes  to  PRBC,  1015 
CHURCH  R4  CHICKASAW  COUNTY  Pleasant  Ridge  Rd,  DeFuniak  Sprir^  FL 
MISS.,  with  a  vision  for  the  furtherance  32435;  fax  1-850092-9181;  or  email 

of  Cod’s  Kingdom.  We  are  in  a  16  to  27  prbcl 689Rde(uniak.com. _ 

passenger  vandtus.  N  you  have  dne  for  DISCOUNT  BAPTISTBWS  B  STEEPLES, 
sale,  call  (662)  319-6518  or  entail  larry-  Baptistry  rtMirals.  heaters,  lighting,  seat- 

MkiwMOOawhoaPom.  _  ing,  wall  crosaes.  pew  cushions,  kringl- 

MB6  DaUXE  W  BUNKHOUSE  glas.  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
TRABBL  barely  umd.  Aluminum  ftam^  .(jompany  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . 
flierglaas  skia  sleeps  9. .  Private  queen  HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMB><T 
bed,  hook-up  or  selRonttined,  avming  INSURANaiOOEXPENSIVETCaH  E.F. 
KiH  bad).  4  burner  stove,  overt.  AC.  Hutton  htsurartce  today  ...  We  Can 

Haipertowne  RV,  (877)  729-7293,  aak  for.  Halpl  ToN-liee  (877)  232-0686. _ 

IWry. _  HOPPR  CLASS  STUDIO,  custom 

SnRM’S  SIDINC,  lACKSON,  church  wirtdowt.  reworking  and  repair, 
CHRISTIAN  OWNED.  All  horrte  Cokimbus/lackson.  (877)  477-1899. 
improverrtents,  vif)yl  siding,  windows,  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti- 
metal  artd  shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  rriates.  Davis  Upholstery.  (Quitman, 

screen  and-glasa  rooms.  (601)  992-  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

2092.  Don  A  Rita  Sabren.  owners.  SAiOKE-PREE  BRANSON.  MISSOURI 


800.948.6262-WWW.MBHS.ORG 


GNXSC 


ANJL  NLQ:KGQLKV-LHLQ 


C/oe:  C-W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  artd  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:Eleven.. . 


Design  A  Integratioa  of  Professioiinl  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Chuich,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


lyoopcr  Hales  P.O.  Box  IS7S 
msaudio@)am.iT.com  Clinton,  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


HHICREST  BAPTBT  CHURCH,  FIAC  MBS.,  is  looldi«  for  a  MMster  of 
BYRAAL  MBS.,  seekini^  paid  nursery  Musk.  Please  send  resume  to  First 

workers.  (601)  372-0132. _  Baptist  (Tturch,  aUn;  Minister  of  Musk 

IMMANUEL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  IN  Search  Committee.  P.  0.‘  Box  98, 

VICKSBURC,  MBSBSBW^  seekir^  Hkkory  Flat  MS  38633. _ 

indwidualorindwiduaistofiNdtefoNow-  CORINTN  ■  „  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
ing  positions:  Mmiiter  of  Musk  and  MAGEE,  MISS.,  is  taking  resumes  for 
Mirtister  of  ItMAh.  Any  orte  that  is  inter-  the  position  of  youth  minister.  Please 
esteti  piease  sertd  resume  to  Immanuel  mail  resuems  to  attention  search  com- 
Baptist  ChurcK  Atterrtion  ^rsorrrrel  mittee,  Corirsith  Baptist  Church,  207 
Committee,  6949  Highway  61  Soudt,  Church  Road.  Magee,  MS  39111  by 

Vicksburg  Ms.  39180.  Or  contact  August  14,  2006. _ 

MarshaN  Thomas  at  (601)  619^1905  or  PUU-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR:  Grace 

(601)2184)392. _  Brgitist  ChutcK  Philadelphia.  Miss.,  is 

HIGMLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  acceptmg  resumes  for  fulMime  associate 
VICKSBURC.  MBS..  B  SBEONC  A  pastor.  Mail  resume  to:  Search 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER.  Comminee.  Ill  Oace  Avenue. 
Contadt  the  church  office  at  601-636-  Philadelphia  MS  39350, 

7349  or  errrail  a  resurtre  to  www.CraceBaptistPI)iladelphia.Qrg. 

btvev1)ighland4>aptist.com. _  lOHNS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  B  SOK- 

FART-T1ME  MMB1ER  OP  STUDENTS  INC  A  MINISTER  OP  MUSIC  for  con- 
POSmON  AVARABLE  AT  ME  ZION  temporary-style  musk  prqgram. 
BAPTBT  CHURCH  OSVKA  MBS.,  search  Pletm  se^  resume  to  426  Pirseview 
Dommiuee  is  presently  accepting  resumes.  Larte,  Brarrclm,  MS  39042,  or  Call 
Heate  send  resume  to  nolildmaaol.aim  (601 )  824-94(M. 
orML  Zkm  Baptist  Churdv  2151  ML  Zion  FART-TBUe  ORCANBT  IN  METRO 

Rd.  Otvka.  MS  39657. _  lACKSON  AREA  CHURCH  CaN  Ronnie 

FNBT  BAPTBT  CHURCH  HIC1K3RY  at  (601)  946-9406. 


ractical  Principl 


nan 


Bad  health  help^  create  a  ^bad"  health  care  system 


The  stress  of  paying  for  health  insur¬ 
ance  is  enough  to  give  you  a  heart 
attack.  With  rates  and  deductibles 
increasing,  and  coverage  decreasing, 
Americans  are  crying  out  for  the  broken 
health  care  system  to  be  mended  —  but 
it's  not  just  America.  Health  care  is  a 
concern  shared  by  every  other  country 
in  the  world.  Canada,  often  cited  as  a 
shining  example  of  a  universal  health 
care  system,  is  plagued  with  long  wait¬ 
ing  tinws  f^  operations,  limited  access 
to  modem  technology,  ai^  doctors  scur¬ 
rying  to  leave  the  country.  Thirty  years 
of  government  intervention  Kas  not 
fixed  their  health  care  problem. 

Seventy  percent  of  Americans 
believe  the  U.S.  health  care  system  is  in 
a  state  of  crisis  or  at  least  has  major 
problems,  accmdiiw  to  Gallup  poUsters. 
llte  Kaiser  Family  foundation  conduct¬ 
ed  a  survey  in  June  2006  and  found  that 
over  twice  as  ni^y  respondents  were 
more  concerned  abmt  rising  health  care 
costs  than  they  were  about  Iro  possil^ 
ity  of  losing  their  job  or  being  the  victim 
or  a  tenons  attack.  IWenty-three  per¬ 
cent  of  the  reKxmdents  reported  maA 
they  had  trouble  paying  thw  medical 
bilb  even  though  si^:one  percent  of 
them  had  health  insurance. 


Authors  of  a  new  book.  Healthy, 
Wealthy,  and  Wise:  Five  Stgps  to  a 
Better  Health  Care  System  (AEl  Press, 
2005),  believe  that  current  tax  law, 
which  favors  consumers  buying  low- 
deductible,  low  co-payment,  health 
plans  in  lieu  of  paying  expenses  out¬ 
right,  has  birtheo  a'heaith  care  market 
where  there  b  no  thoifght  about  cost 
and  wasteful  medical  practices.^ Add 
those  factors  to  the  large  number  of 
uninsured  and  underinsured,  plus  the 
burden  the  aging  Baby  Boomer  popu¬ 
lation  b  placing  on  the  health  care 
system,  it  b  not  difficult  to  see  why 
Americans  are  corKemed. 

So,  what  can  we  do  about  it?  We 
spend  over  four  Umes  as  much  on 
health  care  as  we  do  on  national 
defense.  One  answer  b  we  take  care  of 
ourselves  in  the  first  place  by  becom¬ 
ing  ^more  physically  fit,  avoiding 
uimealthy  lifestyle  dKMces,  and  eatiiw 
a  healthier  diet.  Under  your  doctor^ 
care,  you  can  begin  an  exercise  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  help  you  become  more 
f^ysically  fit  Learn  how  to  (Hepare 
and  eat  foods  that  are  good  for  you  and 
lower  the  consumption  of  high-fat  and 
hi^i-sugar  foods.  Diabetes  contributes 
to  dte  oieatltt  of  1,600  Mbsbsippians 


each  year.  Doctors  say  lype  2  diabetes 
b  preventable  by  a  diet  and  exercise 
regunen  that  resmb  in  a  five  to  seven 
percent  weight  loss.  The  following 
steps  might  save  your  life: 

Reach  mmd  mmirntmin  a  remsoHoble 
mnaht.  Instead  ofcraA  dieting,  eat  less  cf 
tite  food  you  Wee.  Try  and  exercise  at  least 
timiy  minutes  a  day.  ^  a  reasonable  toe^- 
loss  gold.  A  good  long-term  gold  is  losing  five 
to  seven  percmt  of  your  bo^ 

Make  wise  food  dwices.  lake  a  hard 
look  at  tile  serving  sizes  of  die  foods  you  eat. 
Decrease  your  meat  and  aessert  portions  and 


increase  fruits  and  vegetMes^  Limit  your  fat 
intake  and  reduce  the  number  cf  calories  you 
eat  each  day.  Your  doctor  or  dietitian  can  help. 
Keep  a  food  and  exercise  log.  Write  doom  how 
much  you  exercise  and  what  you  eat. 

Be  physically  active  every  day.  Regular 
exercise  tackles  several  risk  factors  at  once.  It 
helps  control  body  weight,  decreases  choles- 
tem  and  blood  ordure  and  helps  your  body 
use  insulin.  Walking  k  one  of  the  best  xoays  to 
add  exercise  to  your  daily  routine.  Take  the 
stairs  rather  than  an  elevator  or  escalator. 
Park  at  the  far  end  of  the  lot  and  walk.  Walk  or 
bicycle  instead  of  drive  when  you  can. 

While  the  health  care  system  is 
frustrating,  we  can  take  matters  into 
our  own  hands  regarding  our  own 
state  of  health.  By  applying  the  princi¬ 
ples  above,  we  can  enjoy  a  greater 
quality  of  life.  In  1  Corinthians  6:20, 
Paul  reminds  us,  "For  you  have  been 
bought  with  a  price:  therefore  glorify 
God  in  your  body." 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3329  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  o29. 
E-mail:  jporter®christianaction.com. 

Web  site:  www.christianaction.com. 


Betheada  Chiuch,  Cnwfocd:  RevivaL 
Aag.  20>23;  Sun.,  11  ajn.  and  7  pan.; 
Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  John  McMullen, 
speaker;  Chuck  and  Jeim  Cotton,  music. 

Black  lack  Church,  Yaaoo  County: 
RevlvaC  Aug.  6-9  at  7  p.m.;  Chip 
Henderson,  speaker;  Larry  BuMrk,  music. 


Crooked  Creek  Church,  Silver  Creek: 
Homecoming,  Aug.  6;  Si^ay  SchooL  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  meal; 
Charles  Ray  Dampier,  speaker;  Pearl 
Quartet,  music. 

Darlove  Church,  Washington  Comty: 
Homecomii^  Aug.  6;  congregational 
singing,  10;30a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  oy  noon  meal  and  fellowship;  Ken 
West  speaker. 

Fellowship  Church,  EUisville:  158th 
homecoming,  Aug.  6;  Worship,  11  am., 
followed  by  dinner  on  die  grounds  and 
singing;  Cecil  Hathom,  speaker. 

First  Church,  Lake:  RcvhraL  Aug.  >8; 
Sun.,  11  am.  and  6  pm.;  Mon.-VM.,  7 
pm..  Cliff  Pace,  speiJcer;  Jerry  Peu^, 
musk;  Ken  McLeniore,  pastor. 


Sunday  SchooL  10  am.,  worship  11  am., 
followed  by  meal  and  1  pm.;  Tommy 
Mangum,  speaker;  Male  Blackledge,  pastor. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


First  Church,  Poplacville:  12Sth  annivcr- 
aaf^;  Aug  13;  spe^  services  durirw  the 
morning  and  evening,  widwxit  luck  hmch 
at  noon;  several  former  staff  partkipatmg. 

First  Church,  Shannon:  RevhraL  Aug.  6> 
9;  Hi^  AttendaiKe  Day  in  Sunday 
SchooL  worship  11  am.;  hmch  to  follow; 
even^  worship  6  pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
pm;  Mvid  Hawtoi^  speaker. 

Hopewell  Church,  Scott  County:  RevhraL 
Au^  6-%  Sun.,  Sunday  School.  10  am; 
worship,  11  am^  followed  by  lunch,  and 
1:30  pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm;  Ed  Crawley, 
speatoer;  Dan  Harrison,  musk. 


New  HcHue  C|inrch,  Bay  Springs: 
Homecoming,  Aug.  13;  worship,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  ruxm  meal  and  gospel 
singing;  Wiluam  H.  Peridns,  Jr.,  speaker; 
Ron  SwindaU,  pastor, 

Sardis  Church,  Smith  County:  20th 
annual  homecoeninfL  Aug.  6;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  oy  lunch  and  after¬ 
noon  singing;  Tim  Joraan,  speaker;  Bob 
Areruler,  musk;  Scott  Mai^m,  pastor. 

Sunrise  Church,  Petal:  Homecoming, 
Aug.  6;  Sunday  School  9:45  am.;  worship, 
11  a.m..  followed  by  dinner  on  the  raounos 
and  afternoon  sing,  1  p.m.;  Gerald  l^kley, 
speaker;  Roger  Blackwett,  musk. 

Union  Church,  Brookhaven:  Revival, 
Aug.  6-8;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  aiKl  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Tue.,  7  p.m.;  Daniel  Hall,  Marmon, 
speaker;  Rusty  Walton,  Forest,  musk;  Tim 
Lawrence,  pakor. 

Union  Hall  Churdi,  Brookhaven: 
RevhraL  Au^  6-9;  Sun.,  Sunday  Schod, 
9:45  amj  worship,  11  am,  followed  by 
meal  aiul  7  pm;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jon 
Daniels,  speaker;  Mike  and  Angela  Britt, 
musk;  Kliy  Joe  Deer;  pastor.  • 

West  IMcCoadr,  McbmdK  RivivaL  Aim  6- 
l];Sunv&30am.,llam.,andlpm.;Mon.- 
7  pm.;  Gene  Dous^  speaker;  Todd 
Md3ineL  muak;  Van  Wmdom,  paalor. 


Mt.  Pisgah 
Church,  Carroll 
County,  has 
called  Timothy 
Myers  as  pastor. 
Myers  comes 
from  Goshen 
Church,  Magee, 
and  h^ds 
Myers  degrees  from 
Clarke  College, 
Mississippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  iminary. 

Liberty  Church,  Liberty, 
has  called  Michael  Beene  as 
minister  of '  youth.  Beene 
resides  in  McComb  and  b  a 
junior  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg. 

Memorial  Church,  New 
Au^sta,  has  called  Jason 
Sheffield  as  minister  of  mUsic. 
He  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg  and  previously 
served  as  minister  of  studenb 
at  Sandersville  Church  in 
Jones  County. 


August  3, 2006 


TW  Baptut  RBCoao 


STAND  ON  Word 


Editor  point  Calvnat  I  ritudder  to  think  what  may^  ’ mmerttum  what  we  are  op 

As  reported  in  The  Baptist  Reootd  on  De  next  Acoeptmoe  of  transubstantiation  inV  ^oukl^mdee  effectively  senn 
June  22,  Pastor  Bei^an^  C<^  from  ffw  Load's  Supper?  Infant  bq^tism  because  of  those  to  %^vxn  He  has  caUe< 
Parkview  Church  in  Texas  and  Pastor  Tom  total  depcavityr  Deification  of  Maty?  In  otoer  words,  we  can  have 

Ascol  horn  Grove  Church  in  Fkarida  spote  Baptists  evidendy  need  some  history  effect  on  society  by  sharing 

to  the  messeMers  at  the  Soudiem  Buptist  lessons.  We  did  not  come  to  our  current  in  Christ  Jesus,  wno  along  c 
Convention  about  making  our  scripniral  dcKtrinal  stance  by  accident.  In  my  opin-  pie's  hmils  and  lives,  than  % 
and  traditiocud  position  on  alcohol  more  km,  Bap^  doctrine  is  not  negotiwle.  We  force  our  moral  values  on  a ; 
flexible.  What  decree  of  flexibility  diey  had  are  Baptist  for  a  reason  —  we  believe  die 
in  mind  is  unknown.  BOde  is  the  sole  audiority  for  our  doctrines  Doyle  Ferrell 

Thankfully,  foui^fifths  of  the  messengers  and  practices.  Belmont  — 

voted  to  stand  firmly  of^Tosed  to  d«e  manu¬ 
facture,  sale,  and  use  of  alcohol  Further  Charles  L.  Nail,  pastor 

lig^t  was  sh^  on  the  gravity  of  diis  issue  as  Foxworth  Church,  Foxivorth  BEHIND  DOUBLESPEAK 

the  messennrs  also  saw  fit  to  prohibit  any  . 

user  of  alaxK>l  from  serving  on  any  board  Editor: 

or  agency.  I  applaud  this  action,  altnou^  I  BE  INCLUSIVE  Thank  you  for  pointir 

fore^  difficulties  in  enforcing  it.  Editor's  Notebook  m  Apr 

Some  will  fall  by  the  wayside  in  their  Editor:  Reccord  departed  the  Nc 

search  for  more  liberal  and  flexible  congie-  The  June  22  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  Mission  Board  in  disgrace, 

gations.  We  must  stand  resolute  and  stated  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the  When  1  hear  pastors  and 

immovable  in  our  beliefs  based  on  the  Scnithem  Baptist  Convention  was  marked  al  leaders  talk  about  a  lead 

Holy  and  inspired  Word  of  God.  by  repeated  calk  for  cooperation  and  mis-  neurial  bent"  and  diffic 

sions.  It  was  encouraging  to  read  that  the  "within  the  denominatior 
Haskei  Stringer  new  president,  Frank  Page,  was  elected  on  know  behind  the  doublesp 

Bay  Springs  foe  first  ballot  and  that  his  church  gave  the  individual  wanted  to  do 

12.4%  last  year  to  the  Cooperative  without  oversight,  questio 
'  Program.  Now  we  have  a  president  who  is  from  anyone  else. 

TAKEN  ABACK,  TOO  a  leader  by  example  in  givmg  to  missicms.  1  remember  the  days  wher 

Then  my  heart  sank  as  I  read  what  Page  input  in  Baptist  circles  were  ti 
Editor:  had  to  say,  "We  need  to  strengthen  our  for  the  days  of  leaders  like  O 

In  the  June  29  issue,  the  lead  stoiy  isenti-  work  togefoer  as  we  reach  out  to  godly  Yazoo  City  ard  t^  last  laym 
tied,  "Page  su^rised,  'taken  aback'^by  elec-  ccmservatives  who  have  not  been  umized  the  Southern  Baptist  Ccmven 
tion."  I  find  it  dishubii^  and  am  taken  in  the  past."  Then  he  said  appointees  to  who  understocia  that  leaden 
aback"  by  his  statement  that  he  would  si^  committees  would  have  four  criteria:  a  national  circles  meant  openni 
port  the  appointment  of  a  person  who  sweet  spirit,  heart  for  evangelism,  ccmunit-  ity,  and  inclusion, 
openly  claims  to  be  a  five-point  Calvinist  ment  to  biblical  inerrancy,  and  great  sup- 

I  am  not  acqiuunted  wifo  Page,  but  I  am  port  fm-  the  Cooperative  Program.  George  Luter 

acauainted  wifo  the  five  points  of  It  seems  he  could  not  pass  up  an  oppor-  Jackson 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Umigfted  leltm  will  not  be  printed.  No 
multi-copy  or  form  letters  wit  be  used. 


txb  correspondent  must  include  in  iddress 
and  teiepbotte  number  hr  veriScilibn.  In 
special  InstarKes.  name  may  be  wUhhekl  at 
wrberi  request  and  e<ttor\  disctebon. 


Please  mclude  the  name  o(  cooperating 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  where  corre- 
sporsdent  is  a  member.  (Mississippi 
Baptists '  letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


letters  must  be  limited  to  250  words.  AH 
corresponderKe  is  sub/ect  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  re&ain  from  per¬ 
sonal  attacks.  The  appriorts  expressed  in 
letters  to  the  editor  do  rrot  necessarily 
reOect  the  views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Corrverrtion  Boatd.i^ 


No  more  than  one  letter-  from  arty  indi¬ 
vidual  wiH  be  printed  during  a  three- 
mortth  period. 


godly.  Jesus  never  said  being  a  conserva-  NO  DIFFERENCE? 
bve  was  a  qualificaticm  for  entering  foe 
Kingdom.  N«foer  did  Jesus  say  or  imply  Editor: 

that  a  person  must  be  committed  to  biblical  I  was  so  excited  to  see  the  large  crowd  at 
inerrancy.  However,  Iw  did  say  all  men  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Ni^t  on  July21 
shall  kn^  we  are  His  disciples  if  we  have  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson.  The 
love  for  one  another.  Coliseum  had  an  air  of  excitement  as  my 

I  am  reminded  that  the  Pharisees  were  youfo  group  entered,  and  God  definitely 
conservatives  in  Jesus' day,  and  He  was  con-  delivei^.  It  was  evident  that  the 
tinually  pointing  out  foe  error  of  their  ways.  Mississippi  Baptist  Conventioif  Board 
It  also  tells  me  that  Page  should  have  a  (MBCB)  and  the  group  of  people  in  charge 
sweet  spirit  and  be  inclusive  rather  than  of  this  event  put  in  many  hours  of  prayer 

Ertisan.  May  God  help  all  of  us  to  truly  and  preparation.  However,  some  things 
Ve  a  sweet  spirit,  even  toward  those  who  that  happened  disappointed  me  and  were 
may  be  different  from  us.  out  of  the  bands  of  the  MBCB. 

_  _  Toward  the  end  of  our  worship  time,  1 

Ray  Hodges  '  -  was  surprised  to  see  a  roll  of  toilet  paper 

SUver  Creek  flung  from  the  "nosebleed"  sec^on.  TTwn 

another,  then  'another.  Some  teenagers 
made  their  way  to  the  stairs  only  to  return 
FOLLOW  HIS  EXAMPLE  later  with  more  rolls  of  toilet  paper  —  pre¬ 

sumably  taken  from  the  Coliseum  bath- 
Editor.  rooms.  As  this  continued,  1  watched  stu- 

I  do  not  believe  that  abortion  is  any  dents  worshiping  and  oblivious  of  the  'T.P. 
more  right  than  1  believe  adultery,  homo-  wars"  being  hit  fnim  behind  (in  the  back  of 
sexuality,  lying,  covetousness,  and  dishon-  the  head)  by  rolls  of  toilet  paper.  I  could 
oring  one's  father  or  mother  are  right,  not  believe  this  was  happening  at  a  wor- 
However,  Jesus  never  spent  time  or  words  ship  service  for  our  Baptist  youth.  Where 
judging  or  condemning  those  who  com-  were  the  youth  ministers  or  leadership 
mitted  such  atrocities.  Rather,  he  exempli-  with  those  students? 
fied  love  and  compassion  toward  those  It  is  our  responsibility  (not  the  MBCB)  to 
who  were  rejected  by  society  due  to  their  monitor  our  students  and  help  provide  an 
lifes^les,  and  forgave  all  who  came  to  him  atmosphere  of  worship  and  reverence  for 
seeking  help.  both  our  students  and  those  around  us.  1 

It  seems  to  be  that  as  Christians  (Christ  experience  this  at  most  every  camp  and 
followers),  we  might  be  more  successful  at  event.  The  workers  who  cleaned  up  the 
helping  turn  our  society  around  if  we  Coliseum  after  Youth  Night  will  likely  see  no 
wouldlollow  His  exanmie.  Alfoough  there  difference  between  our  Chiistian  teenagers 
is  no  question  about  foe  wrongfulness  of  and  the  non-Christian  teenagers  who  frc- 
foese  ai^  other  sins  comnutted  by  numy  in  quent  that  building  for  secular  events, 
our  society  to(^  —  including  those  who  Ministers  and  adults,  let’s  lock  arms  as 
profess  to  be  Christians  —  in  giving  foe  leaders  and  help  each  ofoer  guide  our  stu- 
Great  Ccmunissiop  Jesus  never  told  us  to  dents  to  the  proper  attitude  and  actions  at  our 
judge  or  condemn  sinners  but  rather  to  be  Youfo  Nights,  camps,  church  services,  etc. 
witness^  of  His  saving  power  to  all  who 
will  r^ve  Him.  Tommy  Brogan 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  if  we  Minister  to  students /activities 
(Baptists  in  particular)  devoted  more  time  Macedonia  Church 
and  effort  to  being  the  living  presence  of  -Brookhaven 


When  in  the  fudgement  of  the  editor  a 
given  issue  has  received  sufficient  atlert- 
tion,  corresportdettce  deaHttg  with  It  wfH 
no  longer  be  published  artd  a  notice  wM 
be  printed  to  that  effect. 


language.  It  is  used  of  Peter  5:8).  Because  of  this  enemy, 
■  “*  *r"  living  in  the  worid  and.  not  "of 

r.  It  ^  the  worid"  is  one  of  the  most  dif-. 
over  ficult  tasks  we  face  as  Christians. 
This  .  God  expects  HiS  children  to  be 
iritu-  set  apart  so  that  we  may  be  use- 
than  ful  fw  Him.  How  can  we  live  set 
Jesus  apart  and  be  distinctive  in 
MT  world?  The  answer  is  foutvl  in 
s  for  verse  17  where 
we'U  Fatl^,  "Sancti^ 

truth."  This  word  "sanctify 
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John  17:9-23 

By  Lee  Colvin 


unity  among  one  another.  He 
pra)^  that  "m^  be  one  in  Us." 
Thm  is  no  unity  abart  horn  that 
which  is  in  Christ  ^ms.  In  vers- 
to  die  es  21  and  23,  Jesus  gives  the  fea- 
your  son  for  the  ^urdi  to  be  unit^. 
It  is  so  the  worid  may  know  that 
means  to  be  made  separate  and  Jesus  was  sent  from  God  and 
holy.  Sanctification  is  that  a^)ect  know  diat  He  loves  them.  The 
of  our  salvation  where  we  are  church  £5  God's  instrument  to 
becoming  li|(e  Christ.  Whereas  readi  a  lost  and  dying  world.  In 
salvation  is  a  one  time  expm-  order  for  God  to  efiectively  use 
ence,  sanctification  is  foe  contin-  us,  we  must  be  united  in  riim. 
ual  process  of  our  being  made  in  The  world  must  see  Christ  in  us 
the  likeness  of  Christ,  ^us  sa^  to  be  drawn  to  Him. 
our  sanctificaticm  is  achieved  by  God  has  set  us  apart  to  sanc- 
the  truth  of  God's  Word.  Just  as  tify  and  make  us  hcuy  and  to  let 
it  takes  "trufo"  to  transform  or  foe  world  see  and  know  Him. 
save  us,  it  also  takes  truth  to  The  late,  great  preacher  Vance 
sanctify  and  make  us  holy  and  Havner,  sud,  "'\Ne  are  not  to  be 
set  apart.  We  will  never  be  cUs-  isolated  but  insulated,'"  "mov- 
tinct  and  set  apart  from  the  ing  in  the  midst  of  evil  but 
worid  except  by  abiding  in  the  untouched  by  it." 

trufo  of  Word  or  Gcxi.  - - 

In  verses  20-23  Jesus  prays  Colvin  is  Minister  of  Edu- 
for  foe  disciples  to  be  united  in  cation/Administration  at  First 
the  world.  Gcxi  wants  foe  bcxly  Church,  McComb. 


John  17,  Jesus  prays  for 
His  disciples  and  all 
Prayer  is  one  of  the  wonderful  believers,  remindii^ 
gifts  gives  His  children.  He  us  that  we  are 
comnumds  us  to  pray  for  one  Apart  by  God." 
another.  It  is  alwa}^  comforting  In  verses  9-13,  Jesus  prays  for 
to  know  that  Kimeone  is  praying  us  as  we  are  "in  foe  world." 
for  us.  Years  ago,  as  I  was  starting  Jesus' death  and  foe  time  when 
my  full  time  ministry,  I  was  serv-  He  would  no  longer  be  wifo  the 
ing  a  church  in  norm  Lcxiisiana.  disciples  were  approaching.  In 
In  our  church  was  a  young  man  this  prayer,  we  can  be  strengfo- 
who  was  an  active  member  of  eneci  by  the  trufo  that  He  is  not 
our  college  class.  As  I  got  to  know  leaving  us  alone.  In  verse  9  He 
him,  1  learned  he  had  a  very  con-  states  that  we  belong  to  the 
sistent  prayer  life.  Every  time  he  Father.  We  are  His 
greeteci  me  at  church,  he  always  verse  11,  He  prays  that  the 
said  "I  am  praying  fcM*  you."  It  Fafoer  would  protect  them.  We 
was  such  an  encouragement  to  have  a  Heavenly  Father  who 
kix>w  that  scxnecxie  was  praying  protects  Hte 
for  me.  As  bdievers,  it  is  an  even  know  foat  Gcxl's  protecticm  over 
greater  comfort  to  know  that  our 
Savior  is  praying  for  us.  He  is  "at 
foe  right  hand  cx  the  father  inter¬ 
ceding  for  us"  (Romans  8*34).  In 


their 

see  in  the  later  verses.  In 
3,  Jesus  prays  that  foey 
will  have  "His  joy"  in  them. 
Many  say  that  Chnstianity  is  not 
alfout  feelings.  There  is  some 
trufo  to  foat.  We  can't  always 
trust  our  feelings.  However,  Gm 
does  care  how  we  feel.  He  wants 
us  to  have  joy.  The  foy  that 
Christ  wants  us  to  experience  is 
found  in  Him  and  is  from  Him. 
In  One  of  the  greatest  trufos  we  can 
know  as  believers  is  foat  Christ 
wants  us  to  experience  His  joy. 
In  verses  14-19,*Je8us  prays 
Now,  we  that  we  will  be  distiiKtive  in  tne 
world.  He  again  prays  for  our 
us  does  not  mean  that  nothing  spiritual  protection  from  foe  evil 
bad  will  ever  happen  to  us.  The  one.  We  must  never  forget  foat 
KJV  uses  the  word  "l^t,"  foeie  is  an  enemy  who  is  "seek- 
which  is  closer  to  foe  original  ing  whom  He  may  devour"  (1 


Colvin 


BHeed  Criticism  and  a  faithful  saint  of  Gcxi  encourage 
Resist  Ah^  me  now  as  they  did  when  she 

We  live  in  an  was  my  editor  years  ago. 
imperfect  world  "Heavy  deadlines  have  me  in 
filled  with  inaccurate  their  grip,"  Dcxlie  Baker  wrote, 
counsel  about  how  "Gcxi  will  free  me  to  do  my 
best  to  live.  For  best."  Then  a  Scripture.  [>cxlie^s 
many  people,  the  encourarement  was  from  her 
lines  are  blurred  life  and  from  God's  Word.  "He 
between  wise  and  will  keep  me  in  perfect  peace 
fcx)lish  attitudes  and  when  my  mind  is  stayed  cm 
behavior."  The  Bible  Him."  I  like  visuals  and  wrote  in 
is  the  Christian's  text-  the  center  of  a  4x6  c:ard,  "Ifocus 
bcx>k!  This  lesson  encourages  on:"  In  a  buce  circle,  I  wrote  in 
us  to  rely  on  God's  wisdom.  caps,  "GOD.'’ 

A  wise  person  can  learn 

from  ccmstrucdve  criticism  and  Allow  for  Human  FraHtif- 
resist  anger  (Ecc/.  7:5-9).  "Thm  is  rmt  a  righteous  man 

on  earth  who  does  what  is  ri^t 
Live  in  the  Present  and  Focus  and  never  sins."  (Ecc/.  7:20). 
on  God  This  Old  Testament  lefererKe  in 

Regardless  c^  days  filled  wifo  our  text  is  renewed  by  Paul  in 
prosperity  or  adversity,  we  can  the  New  Testament.  ''None  is 
live  in  the  present  wifo  an  riehteous,  ix>  not  one."  (Romans 
awareness  that  Gcxi  is  working  3:23).  Only  our  Lord  Jesus  was 
out  His  purposes.  Fcxrus  on  that  perfect  man  cm  earfo  and 
today's  tasks  rather  foan  lo^-  we  have  salvaticm  aixl  hope  in 
ing  fw  better  days  gone  by.  Live  rxme  other!  These  witnessine 
in  the  present  aiid  focus  cm  Gcxi.-  Scriptures  are  sometimes  calleci, 
I  am  presently  woilcing  under  "foe  Roman  Road."  (Romans 
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news  and  photographs  of  special  events  .. 

that  take  placse  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publicatkm  in  The  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  A ^  ^ 

ten,  (b)  neatly  primed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
cles  must  be  recehed  In  writini  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  m^  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  ccxicise.  Include  are  not  1 
to  the  adciress  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  what,  vriten,  where  details  of  be  used 
tain^  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  ttory,  along  with  a  contact  perscm's  either  (a] 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  address  and  telephone  number.  floppy  d 
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